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Thoughts on Engagement;
Why I care about this election

(Ed. Note: Lara presented these Thoughts at the
Summer Workshop)

I care about this election as a woman: a young
woman who values her reproductive freedom and
worries about the growing trade of sex tourism.

I care about this election as a growing, breathing
human being, who not only desires but undoubtedly
needs the existence of arable land, clean air and
clean water. I don't want massive amounts of
Alaskan land drilled up to feed our country's hun-
gry vehicles for a few weeks. I don't want to know
the carnations I may buy in Kroger are harvested
from destroyed land in EI Salvador or that the ba-
nanas I eat were treated with the same pesticides
that ruined the respiratory systems of agricultural
workers in Costa Rica. I don't want to eat peanuts
that have aided the desertification of Mrica's previ-
ously fertile soils. I care about this election be-
cause I know the companies responsible for so
much damage originate here, in this country, the
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one I know as my own. I do not want to be repre-
sented by officials that offer these same companies
and their board members, CEOs and chairmen, tax
breaks or incentives to continue their damaging
work on lands far away from here.

I care about this election as a friend: a friend of too
many that have been alienated by or have felt
ashamed of their sexual orientation because of
social norms. I, too, do not want them to be abused
by prejudicial legal standards.

I care about this election as a person who grew up
never having health insurance, in a family where no
one had health insurance.

I care about this election as a person currently seek-
ing employment. I think of my many friends from
school and the job market that they will graduate
into. I think of the ones who have children, who
will not have the luxury as I do of living well with

(Continued on page 4)
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E. Jean Amman, Indiana President

Indiana Board of Directors 2004-2005 A Letter from E. Jean

President E. JeanAmman
4305 Castleton Court, Muncie 47304
H-(765) 282-2188, W-(765)285-1333

Fax (765)285-5198, email: jamman@bsu.edu
Co-Director of Programs Monna Maley

112 Buckingham Dr., Evansville 47715
H- (812)473-5071,W- (812)426-0336

Emai1:mlmaley@usi.edu
Co-Director of Programs Meg Finnin

10917 Birkdale Ct, Fort Wayne 46814
(260) 625-5291; email: megnric2@comcastnet

Director of Membership Patricia Robinson
269 Mill Creek Dr., Chesterfield 46017

(765)378-7800, emai1:pjrobinson56@attnet
Director of Finance Kathleen Richardson

2939 Meadowgate Ct, Evansville 47711
(812)477-5594

emai1:kathleen5594@sigecom.net
Recording Secretary Agnes George

1145 Matthews St, Gary 46406
H-(219) 949-6015, W-(219)939-3180

emai1:aageorge3@sbcglobal.nwt
Director of Public Policy Mitzi Witchger

-209Sedwick Court, Noblesville 46062
(317)877-4058; email: greatmw@insightbb.com

Educational Foundation Kay Depel
11543 Westwood Place, Crown Point 46307

(219) 663-8932, email: kay@jorsm.com
Diversity Coordinator Carroll Parsons

148 S. Wayne St, Danville 46122
H-(317)745-6565, W-(765)742-1567 x 3055

Educational Equity Carroll Parsons
See above

Bylaws/Resolutions Mary Lou Thomas
11708 Redding Dr., Fort Wayne 46814

H-(260)672-0803,W-(260)459-1650
email: reddingll@aol.com

Legal Advocacy Fund Liaison F1orenceSalai
12926 West 151S!Ave., Cedar Lake 46303

(219)696-5535, email: salai@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor Barbara Wellnitz

509 "I" Street, LaPorte 46350-4869
(219)324-9244, fax-(419)735-9284

email: wellnitz@csinetnet
Webmaster Marsha Miller

522 S. Center, Terre Haute 47807-4402
H-(812)232-0650, W-(812)237-2606

emai1:marshamiller@indstate.edu
College/University Relations
Communication & Administration

Dear Indiana AAUW members,

I hope you had a wonderful
summer and are charged up for
the new year in AAUW. I am happy to report that
we had a fine summer workshop in Indianapolis in
July. Much credit goes to Meg Finnin for the
program and to Mitzi Witchger for arranging for
our meeting and lunch. For me personally, it was a
wonderful opportunity to meet many of the leaders
in your branches and to see how committed they
are to the mission of AAUW.

You will note in the address list on page 2 that we
have a new Regional Director, Pam Thiel. Pam
recently was apppinted by the Association Board to
fill the r~mainder of Delinda Chapman's term. As
you probably know, Delinda resigned this spring to
spend more time with her husband as he
courageously battled cancer. I am sad to report that
John died on July 2nd. The Indiana Board of
Directors sent a memorial gift to the Springfield,

(Continued on page 3)

Past Pres & 21st Century Rec .Phyllis Thompson
4634 Morning Wind Place, Fort Wayne 46804

. (260)436-5546, email: past40@att.net
Lending Library Beth LeRoy

701 W. 11th St, LaPorte 46350
(219)362-8268; email: grannyLl@yahoo.com

Area Branch Coordinator PhyllisWayco
472 Scarborough, Valparaiso 46385

(219)464-4727; email: phylwayco@ao1.com
International Relations Sharon Shafer

23452 Broadwood Dr., Elkhart 46514
(574)264-7281

Parliamentarian "".".' """".".".""" Treva May
5962 S. 200 E., Anderson 46017

(765)779-4113; email: myron.may@attnet
Nominating Committee
Great Lakes Regional Director Pamella Thiel

W2645 Hwy. 33, La Crosse, WI 54601
H - (608)788-6411,W - (608)783-8431

Fax - (608)783-8450; emai1:jctpat@ao1.com

The Indiana Bulletin is published four times each year
for members of Indiana AAUW.
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(Continued from page 2)

Illinois, AAUW branch, of which John was a
member, but other Indiana AAUW members may
also wish to send expressions of sympathy to
Delinda at 77 Cottage Grove, Springfield, IL
62707.
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Also, many of you have asked me about Phyllis
Thompson, our past president. Phyllis had surgery
on July 20, and her husband, Buck, reports that she
is doing well. I know that she would also appreciate
hearing from you.

This month I want to devote the remainder of my
letter to some very important business. First, the
Association has asked every branch to engage in
dialogue this fall about our membership
requirement, and the question is: Should the
requirement that our members hold a baccalaureate
degree be changed? An option might be that our
members hold at least an associate degree or two
years of education past high school. Can you think
of other options? Should there be an educational
requirement at all? Please ask someone to take
notes as you hold your discussion. It is my
understanding that the AAUW Membership
Committee will be sending all branches and states a
final version of a Membership Dialogue
questionnaire very soon.

Secondly, I encourage you to have a plan for
getting out the vote at this November's elections. It
is important that women make their voice heard. As
someone has said, "Vote as if your life depended
uponit - andit does."At the summerworkshop,
we worked on strategies for getting out the vote in
our own communities. If you had members there,
ask them what actions they considered. And don't
forget the value of working in coalitions. Identify
groups in your community that have common
goals, whether it is League of Women Voters or
another group. Work on a plan together. There are
mutual benefits!

Finally, you will notice that this issue is half its
usual size. At our July board meeting, the Directors
worked hard to balance the budget, and as a result,
we had to make some difficult decisions. One was
to continue to publish four issues of the Bulletin per
year, but at half the size. Therefore, we will make
more extensive use of our website and of
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Branch Consultants 2004-2005
Anderson
Calumet Area
Elkhart
Evansville
Fort Wayne
GarytMerrillville
Goshen
Indianapolis
LaPorte
MadisonlHanover
Michigan City
Muncie
Noblesville
Richmond
South Bend
South Lake County
Valpar~iso
Warsaw

Phyllis Thompson
Beth LeRoy
Meg Finnin
Mitzi Witchger
Jean Amman
Kay Depel
Florence Salai
Carroll Parsons
Phyllis Wayco
Kathleen Richardson
Beth LeRoy
Phyllis Thompson
Patricia Robinson
Meg Finnin
Agnes George
Barbara Wellnitz
Kay Depel
Mary Lou Thomas

Area Branch Geographic Locations
Because of proximity, these branches are urged to
work closely together perhaps holding some joint
meeting(s).

. Anderson, Fort Wayne, Muncie, and
Hendricks County

. Indianapolis, Noblesville, and Richmond

. Fort Wayne and Warsaw

. Calumet Area, Gary/Merrillville, South
Lake County

. LaPorte, Michigan City, and Valparaiso

. Elkhart, Goshen, and South Bend

. Evansville, MadisonlHanover, and Terre
Haute

occasional postcards with information that just
won't wait. And by the way, please tell Barb
Wellnitz what a great job she does with the
Bulletin. It's first class!

My best wishes, E. Jean
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Vote as if your life
depended on it-

and it does

(Continued from page 1)

less.

I care about this election because I worry about the
export of American jobs to people with less power
than myself. I care because they are taking jobs
with companies that adhere to fewer and fewer
environmental and health standards in the world's
growing number of free trade zones. I care be-
cause the alternative for many of those taking jobs
is an agrarian life that is no longer valued, or per-
haps too, a rural poverty that is hungrier than em-
ployment with our country's cheapest companies.

I care about this election because I have a friend
whose former boyfriend died in Iraq this very
month, and her 3-year-old son no longer has a
father. I care because I have a friend in the
National Guard who was recently sent to a base in
Florida for an absolute minimum of
18 months. I care because I am afraid
she will be called into active duty.

I care about this election because 3
years ago our country experienced a
tragedy that made me sick with both
grief and fear.

In less than a month from that day, my country
responded. To little surprise, they responded with
missiles and airplanes, with mostly young men
fresh from military training. We responded by
bombing the world's poorest Muslim country. Our
response meant the displacement of hundreds of
thousands. Perhaps millions. It too, meant the
death of thousands.

This is something that I cannot depict: the bomb-
ing of this country that I have never been to and
will likely never be. I remember September 11
with the mental image of falling towers, but I have
no visual images to commemorate the bombing of
Afghanistan with.

My ability to mourn for the world's citizens that
died in the US that September and those that died
halfway around the world for many months follow-
ing is marred by disparity.

When I think about why I care about this election,
especially as a younger person, I must acknowledge
this. It is much harder to mourn for or have empa-
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thy with those I do not know or know little of. That
is not new or surprising. But as I watch the news
today or listen to NPR I am constantly reminded of
how important this is - to acknowledge the human-
ity and value of every person, whether they are the
doctor I may visit in the emergency room or the
laborer that has picked the fruit we will each eat
today.

I have little doubt that our well-being, and the well-
being of all of our children, is dependant on this. I
believe we will be safe when we elect leaders who
realize the devastation of both military and eco-
nomic violence. I believe our children will be safe
when we elect leaders that are bold enough to alle-
viate the inequity existing not only in our American
cities, but between continents as well.

I care about this election quite frankly because I am
scared. I am scared to
have a president who
desires to be remembered
as a war president, not as a
president who sought for
his country peace. I am
scared because I believe
my country is more mar-

ginalized today by the actions of our military and
that of our multi-national corporations than we
have ever been. I care about this election because I
want to be represented by men and women that re-
spect international law and the United Nations.

I care about this election because I want to be rep-
resented by officials that actively address poverty
and recognize racial privilege. I want to be repre-
sented by someone who seeks affordable quality
housing for every family in this country instead of
bragging about this year's increased home owner-
ship rates.

And, ultimately, I care about this election because I
can. At the beginning of last century a few strong
women organized thousands and then millions. It
is because of their work, their energy, and also their
sacrifices that I have the obligation and opportunity
to cast my ballot this fall and every fall. As a
woman I vote proudly. And as a young woman, I
proudly vote with hope.
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Reminder
Please send copies of your newsletters to the state
president, director of programs, newsletter editor,
and your branch consultant.

Please send copies of your yearbook to the state
president, director of programs, director of
membership, your branch consultant, and
newsletter editor. Yearbooks will be used by this
editor to verify members' addresses to ensure you
receive each issue at your correct address.

Addresses for all board members are on page 2.

21 st Century Recognition
Award Winners

Congratulations to Indiana and the Fort Wayne
branch for achieving Platinum status!

Meg Finnin (Fort
Wayne), co-
director of

program, and
Nancy Rustad,

Association
president

Meg represented Indiana at the
Leadership Conference in

Washington

Organize a Presidential Debate Party!
AAUW is partnering with the Federal Commission
on Presidential Debates to encourage members to
participate in Debate Watch, a voter education
program of the Commission on Presidential
Debates. Debate Watch brings citizens like you
together to watch the televised presidential and
vice-presidential debates and talk about what
they've learned.

Debates are scheduled for September 30, October
5, 8, and 13.

To learn more about this program, logon to
aauw.org and go to the AAUW Action Network.

Thank You, Thank You
Many of our members breathed a quick sigh of
relief late this summer after the vast amount of
time spent planning the Great Lakes Regional
Conference, the State Convention, and the summer
Leadership Workshop.

Huge thanks are in order for all Indiana ladies who
arranged the Regional Conference especially Coy
Halpern, who pulled together all the local
arrangements with her organizational skills.
Assisting her in this endeavor were Phyllis
Thompson, Jean Amman, Gloria Castelluccio,
Mitzi Witchger, Caroline Steward, Pat Williams,
and Dixie Dugan. Indianapolis branch members
volunteered their time to assist in various capacities
during the conference.

Immediately following the close of the Regional
Conference was the State Convention. Phyllis
Thompson and Jean Amman spent much time in its
planning.

Following quickly on the heels of the Regional
Conference and State Convention was the summer
Leadership Workshop. Approximately 30 members
met with and learned from colleagues in other
branches across the state. We give our heartfelt
thanks Mitzi and Torn Witchger for so generously
allowing us to use (for the third consecutive year)
Torn's place of employment for this event. Thank
you also to Jane Henderson for drawing the map to
guide us to Marian, Inc. Meg Finnin jumped right
into her new role as Co-Director of Programs by
lining up the presenters. Mitzi assisted her in this
effort.

State Library

Beth LeRoy, librarian

The state has a collection of books and videos
which may be borrowed for branch or individual
use. It contains copies of the Educational
Foundation studies and other projects.

For more information or to make arrangements to
borrow an item, contact Beth LeRoy (see page 2 for
contact information).
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Great Lakes Regional Conference
These pictures were taken at the Regional Conference June 4-6 in Indianapolis.

I

I
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Jane Allerton and Dixie Dugan, both of
Muncie, at the registraton table

Winner of Great
Artist award

Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth Cody Stanton

in the play "Saint Susan"

II
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Coy Halpern and Caroline Steward, both
of Indianapolis, at the information table

Sara Peretzky, right, autographing her
book

Kathleen Richardson, new treasurer

A lifelong resident of Evansville, Kathleen worked as a secretary in both banking and transportation
before returning to school. She earned a liberal arts degree from the University of Evansville and
subsequently taught business education for 23 years. Since retiring, Kathleen spends a lot of her time
serving as treasurer for various groups including her church, local retired teachers' association, and

. variouslocalwomen'sauxiliaries.

II

Kathleen spent several weeks each summer traveling to Canada, Europe, Russia, Scandinavian countries,
Australia, and New Zealand~Since retiring, she's concentrated on the 50 states.

Her husband, Gene, is also retired, loves to travel, and now accompanies Kathleen to out-of-town AAUW
events.

~
(Continued on page 7)
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State Convention

New Officers
(I-r) Jean Amman, Patricia Robinson,

Kathleen Richardson, Kay Depel, Patty
Hankins (installing officer), Mitzi

Witchger, Agnes George

Agnes George and
outgoing president Phyllis

Thompson

August 26
October 6-7
November 13
November 13
Dec 15

l
I

I
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February
February 1
March
March 8
April 1
April 20
April
MaY1
May 21
June 1
June 24-27
July 1

.. -- -

Jean Amman, incoming president, presented Phyllis
Thompson, outgoing president, with a Details bag of

gifts in honor of Phyllis' attention to detail

TimeLine
Women's Equality Day
Governor's Conference on Service and Volunteerism
Deadline for Indiana Bulletin Winter issue
State Board meeting, Muncie
EF and LAF monies due to State

2005
Black History Month
Deadline for Indiana Bulletin Spring issue
Women's History Month
International Women's Day
Newsletter contest entries due
21st Century Recognition applications due
Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day
Deadline for Indiana Bulletin Summer issue
Indiana State Convention, Muncie
Branch and State officer reports due
Association Convention, Washington
Branchduesreportdue

Kathleen Richardson,
treasurer

(Continuedfrom page 6)

This is Kathleen's first venture on
the State Board. She's been a
member of the Evansville branch
for many years and has chaired the
Book Review study group a good
share of that time.

Treasurers, please be sure your dues
go to Kathleen now (see page 2 for
her address).

Save the Date
Jean Amman, president

Please mark your calendars for the
2005 State Convention on May 21,
2005. It will be in the Ball State
Alumni Center. This facility is
almost like new, and it has excellent
free parking. It's also easy to find
because it's right next to the football
stadium. We will use half of the \

Assembly Hall for the whole group;
the other half for lunch; three
breakout rooms; and a large foyer
for registration and continental
breakfast.
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Promoting education and
equity for women and girls

Important!

Dated material

Please do not Delay
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The American Association of University Women is
a national organization that promotes education and
equity for all women and girls. Our commitment to
these issues is reflected in our public policy efforts,
programs, and diversity initiatives.

AAUW is composed of three corporations:

The Association, a 150,000-memberorganization
with more than 1,500 branches nationwide that
lobbies and advocates for education and equity;

The AAUW Educational Foundation, which funds
pioneering research on girls and education,
community action projects, and fellowships and
grants for outstanding women around the globe;
and ..

The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund, which provides
funds and a support system for women seeking
judicial redress for sex discrimination in higher
education.

AAUW is a member of the International Federation
of University Women. Thus, an AAUW
membership automatically entitles you to an IFUW
membership.

Diversity Statement

In principle and in practice, AAUW values and
seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no
barriers to full participation in this organization on
the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual
orientation, national origin, disability, or class.
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