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Thoughts on Engagement;
Why | care about this election

(Ed. Note: Lara presented these Thoughts at the
Summer Workshop)

I care about this election as a woman: a young
woman who values her reproductive freedom and
worries about the growing trade of sex tourism.

I care about this election as a growing, breathing
human being, who not only desires but undoubtedly
needs the existence of arable land, clean air and
clean water. I don’t want massive amounts of
Alaskan land drilled up to feed our country’s hun-
gry vehicles for a few weeks. I don’t want to know
the carnations I may buy in Kroger are harvested
from destroyed land in El Salvador or that the ba-
nanas I eat were treated with the same pesticides
that ruined the respiratory systems of agricultural
workers in Costa Rica. I don’t want to eat peanuts
that have aided the desertification of Africa’s previ-
ously fertile soils. I care about this election be-
cause I know the companies responsible for so
much damage originate here, in this country, the
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one I know as my own. I do not want to be repre-
sented by officials that offer these same companies
and their board members, CEOs and chairmen, tax
breaks or incentives to continue their damaging
work on lands far away from here.

I care about this election as a friend: a friend of too
many that have been alienated by or have felt
ashamed of their sexual orientation because of
social norms. I, too, do not want them to be abused
by prejudicial legal standards.

I care about this election as a person who grew up
never having health insurance, in a family where no
one had health insurance.

I care about this election as a person currently seek-
ing employment. I think of my many friends from
school and the job market that they will graduate
into. I think of the ones who have children, who
will not have the luxury as I do of living well with
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Illinois, AAUW branch, of which John was a
member, but other Indiana AAUW members may
also wish to send expressions of sympathy to
Delinda at 77 Cottage Grove, Springfield, IL
62707.

Also, many of you have asked me about Phyllis
Thompson, our past president. Phyllis had surgery
on July 20, and her husband, Buck, reports that she
is doing well. I know that she would also appreciate
hearing from you.

This month I want to devote the remainder of my
letter to some very important business. First, the
Association has asked every branch to engage in
dialogue this fall about our membership
requirement, and the question is: Should the
requirement that our members hold a baccalaureate
degree be changed? An option might be that our
members hold at least an associate degree or two
years of education past high school. Can you think
of other options? Should there be an educational
requirement at all? Please ask someone to take
notes as you hold your discussion. It is my
understanding that the AAUW Membership
Committee will be sending all branches and states a
final version of a Membership Dialogue
questionnaire very soon.

Secondly, I encourage you to have a plan for
getting out the vote at this November’s elections. It
is important that women make their voice heard. As
someone has said, “Vote as if your life depended
upon it — and it does.” At the summer workshop,
we worked on strategies for getting out the vote in
our own communities. If you had members there,
ask them what actions they considered. And don’t
forget the value of working in coalitions. Identify
groups in your community that have common
goals, whether it is League of Women Voters or
another group. Work on a plan together. There are
mutual benefits!

Finally, you will notice that this issue is half its
usual size. At our July board meeting, the Directors
worked hard to balance the budget, and as a result,
we had to make some difficult decisions. One was
to continue to publish four issues of the Bulletin per
year, but at half the size. Therefore, we will make
more extensive use of our website and of

Branch Consultants 2004-2005

Anderson Phyllis Thompson
Calumet Area Beth LeRoy
Elkhart Meg Finnin
Evansville Mitzi Witchger
Fort Wayne Jean Amman
Gary/Merrillville Kay Depel
Goshen Florence Salai
Indianapolis Carroll Parsons
LaPorte Phyllis Wayco
Madison/Hanover  Kathleen Richardson
Michigan City Beth LeRoy
Muncie Phyllis Thompson
Noblesville Patricia Robinson
Richmond Meg Finnin

South Bend Agnes George
South Lake County Barbara Wellnitz
Valparaiso Kay Depel
Warsaw Mary Lou Thomas

Area Branch Geographic Locations
Because of proximity, these branches are urged to
work closely together perhaps holding some joint
meeting(s).

Anderson, Fort Wayne, Muncie, and
Hendricks County

Indianapolis, Noblesville, and Richmond
Fort Wayne and Warsaw

Calumet Area, Gary/Merrillville, South
Lake County

LaPorte, Michigan City, and Valparaiso
Elkhart, Goshen, and South Bend
Evansville, Madison/Hanover, and Terre
Haute

occasional postcards with information that just
won’t wait. And by the way, please tell Barb
Wellnitz what a great job she does with the
Bulletin. It’s first class!

My bes

t wishes, E. Jean
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