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DEGREES 
 
Ph.D. in History, Tulane University, New Orleans, LA, 1999 

Major Field: Latin America 
Minor Field: Early Modern Europe 
 

M.A. in History, Loyola University Chicago, Chicago, IL, 1994 
Major Field: Latin America 
Minor Field: Early Modern Europe 
 

B.A., Carleton College, Northfield, MN, 1990 
Major: History 
Minor: Spanish 

 
DISSERTATION 
 
“To Insure Domestic Tranquility: José de Bustamante and the Preservation of Empire in Central America, 
1811-1818” 

 
Committee: Dr. Ralph L. Woodward, Jr., Director; Dr. James M. Boyden; Dr. Gertrude M. Yeager 
 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
 
Associate Professor, Department of History, Indiana State University, 2006- 
Assistant Professor, Department of History, Indiana State University, 2000-06 
Adjunct Professor, Center for Latin American Studies, Tulane University, 1999-2000 
Assistant to the Director, Center for Latin American Studies, Tulane University, 1999-2000 
Lecturer, Loyola University New Orleans, 1998-99 
Visiting Instructor, Carleton College, Spring Term, 1998 
Instructor, Tulane University, Fall Term, 1995 
 
COURSES TAUGHT 
 
Colonial Latin America 
Creating the Nation in Latin America, 1810-1910 
The Deep South and the Caribbean: A Unified Regional History 
History Forum 
Introduction to Latin American and Latino Studies 
Introduction to Latin American and Latino Studies (Online version) 
Introduction to Latin American History 
Introduction to Latin American Studies 
Latin America: the National Era 



Latin America and the United States 
Modern Latin America, 1750 to the Present 
The Rise and Fall of the Spanish World Empire 
The Struggle for Independence in Latin America, 1750-1850 
World Civilization from 1500 to the Present 
World Civilization from 1650 to the Present 
 
HONORS, GRANTS, AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 
Faculty Fellow, Interdisciplinary Studies, Indiana State University, 2009 
University Research Grant (Argentina/Uruguay), Indiana State University, 2007 
Sturgis Leavitt Prize for Best Article, South Eastern Council on Latin American Studies, 2004. 
University Research Grant (Spain), Indiana State University, 2003 
International Faculty Travel Grant (Malta, Spain), Indiana State University, 2001 
Lurcy Field Research Grant (Mexico), Tulane University, 1998 
J. William Fulbright Fellowship (Guatemala), 1997 
Distinction on Comprehensive Examinations, Department of History, Tulane University, 1996 
Cominos Award for Best Graduate Student Paper, Department of History, Tulane University, 1995 
Mellon Summer Field Research Grant (Guatemala), Tulane University, 1995 
Tulane University Graduate School Fellowship, 1994-98 
Loyola University Graduate School Fellowship, 1992-94 
Cum Laude Graduate, Carleton College, 1990 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
“Napoleonic Espionage and Imperial Defense in Central America, 1808-1812.”  Napoleon’s Atlantic.  Leiden: 
Brill Publishers, (Forthcoming 2010). 
 
“La Subversion napoléonienne et la défense impériale espagnole en Amérique Centrale, 1808-1812.”  Napoléon 
et les Amériques, dans la collection Méridiennes de l'UMR Framespa (Université de Toulouse II), 2009. 
 
“La Corona, el Ejército, y la sociedad colonial centroamericana.”  Boletín de la Asociación para el Fomento de los 
Estudios Históricos en Centroamérica (AFEHC) 34 (2008), http://afehc-historia-
centroamericana.org/?action=fi_aff&id=1848. 
 
“A Bourbon Reformer during the Age of Independence: José de Bustamante in Central America, 1811-1818.” 
Politics, Economy, and Society in Bourbon Central America.  Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2006. 
 
José de Bustamante and Central American Independence: Colonial Administration in an Age of Imperial Crisis.  Tuscaloosa: 
University of Alabama Press, 2004. 
 
“Military or Civil Justice?  The Prosecution of Infidencia and Central American Independence,” Colonial Latin 
American Historical Review.  11:2 (2002): 117-51.  

 
“A War of Words: Manuel Montúfar, Alejandro Marure, and the Politics of History in Guatemala,” The 
Historian 64 (Spring/Summer 2002): 513-33. 

 
“José de Bustamante and the Preservation of Empire in Central America, 1811-1818,” Colonial Latin American 
Historical Review 4 (Fall 1995): 439-63. 



 
“Antigua,” Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture.  New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1995. 
 
BOOK REVIEWS 
 
From Sovereign Villages to National States: City, State, and Federation in Central America, 1759-1839, by Jordana Dym, 
American Historical Review 113:2 (April 2008) 544-45. 
 
Ladinos with Ladinos, Indians with Indians: Land, Labor, and Regional Ethnic Conflict in the Making of Guatemala, by 
René Reeves, Hispanic American Historical Review 88:1 (February 2008): 142-43. 
 
Tiburcio Carías: Portrait of a Honduran Political Leader, by Thomas J. Dodd, American Historical Review 111:2 (April 
2006): 538. 
 
Visiones y revisions de la independencia americana, by Rafael Dobado González, etc., Hispanic American Historical 
Review 86:3 (August 2006): 571-72. 
 
Beware the Great Horned Serpent: Chiapas under the Threat of Napoleon, by Robert M. Laughlin, Hispanic American 
Historical Review 85:3 (August 2005): 521-22. 
 
¿Un continente, una nación? Intelectuales latinoamericanos, comunidad política y las revistas culturales en Costa Rica y en el 
Perú (1919-1930), by Jussi Pakkasvirta, Hispanic American Historical Review 80:1 (February 2000): 222-23. 

 
The Americas in the Age of Revolution, 1750-1850, by Lester D. Langley, The Annals of The American Academy of 
Political and Social Science  571 (September 2000): 211-12. 
 
CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
“The Atlantic World and Central American Independence.”  Panel on Independence in Central America: Trends 
and Transitions in Scholarship, American Historical Association Annual Conference, San Diego, California, 7 
January, 2010. 
 
“El Emisario francés y la defensa del reino de Guatemala, 1808-1812.”  Symposium on Tendencias recientes en los 
estudios coloniales centroamericanos, 53rd Congreso Internacional de Americanistas, Mexico City, Mexico, 19-24 
July 2009. 
 
“Crown, Military, and Society in Independence-Era Central America: the Militarization of the Kingdom of 
Guatemala, 1808-1821.”  Panel on Colonial Guatemala, Latin American Studies Association Annual 
Conference, Montreal, Canada, 8 September 2007. 
 
“Napoleonic Espionage and Imperial Defense in Central America, 1808-1812.”  Panel on Napoleon’s Atlantic: 
the Impact of the Napoleonic Empire on the Atlantic World, American Historical Association Annual Conference, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 7 January 2006. 
 
“Francophobia and Imperial Defense in Central America, 1808-1812.”  Panel on Migrations, Ballots, and Fears of 
Foreign Intrusions, Southeastern Council on Latin American Studies Annual Conference, Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic, 6 March 2004. 
 
“The Terror Bustamantino: Fact or Fiction?”  Panel on An Equivocal Independence: Colonial Preservation, Popular 
Sentiment, and State Formation in Central America, Southern Historical Association Annual Conference, 
Baltimore, Maryland, 7 November 2002. 

 



“Military or Civil Justice?  The Prosecution of Infidencia and Central American Independence,” Panel on 
Loyalists and Subversives in Late Colonial Central America, 1780—c. 1830, Southeastern Council on Latin American 
Studies Annual Conference, Mobile, Alabama, 2 March 2002. 

 
“Imperial Defense in the Kingdom of Guatemala, 1810-1812,” Panel on Empire and Metropole: A Return to 
Imperial History, International Security Studies Conference, Yale University, 10 February 2001. 
 
“A War of Words: Manuel Montúfar, Alejandro Marure and the Politics of History in Post-Independence 
Guatemala,” Panel on The Uses of History, Great Lakes History Conference, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 5 
October 2000. 
 
“Louisiana as a State of the Caribbean,” LARC Workshop Presentation in Conjunction with the Colloquium 
on French Connections: France, Louisiane, Antilles, 1699-1999, Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana, 12 
November 1999. 
 
“The Captaincy-General of Guatemala at the Close of the Colonial Period, 1810-1821,” Panel on Institutions in 
Colonial Spanish America, Southeastern Council on Latin American Studies Annual Conference, Lafayette, 
Louisiana, 19 March 1999. 
 
WORK IN PROGRESS 
 
“Caught between Two Eagles: Luís de Onís, Napoleonic Subversion, and the Fate of Spanish America, 1809-
1812.” Book research in progress. 
 
“Bourbon Naval Reform and the Administration of Empire.”  Article research in progress. 
 
INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Department of History Service 
Chair, Ancient/Medieval Search Committee, 2003-04  
Chair, Salary Committee, 2003-04  
Chair, Budget Committee, 2001-02, 2005-07, 2009-10 
Chair, Curriculum Committee, 2006-08 
Member, Assessment Committee, 2008- 
Member, Curriculum Committee, 2002-2006   
Member, Graduate Studies Committee, 2000-05   
Member, Schedules Committee, 2000-01   
Member, Program Committee, 2000-01   
Member, Salary Committee, 2000-02, 2004-05 
Member, Chairperson Review Committee, 2003 
Member, British History Search Committee, 2001-02 
Member, East Asia Search Committee, 2002-03 
Member, Modern Continental Europe Search Committee, 2004-05 
Member, East Europe/Russia Search Committee, 2004-05 
Coordinator, Department Website, 2000-04  
Co-coordinator, Malta Exchange Program, 2001-present 
Co-coordinator, Mediterranean Studies Concentration, 2001-present 
 
College of Arts and Sciences Service 
Coordinator, International Studies Program, 2008-present 
Member, Interdisciplinary Studies Task Force, 2008 
Member, Faculty Council, 2003-05  



Member, Interdisciplinary Task Force, 2002-04 
Chair and Member, International Studies Steering Committee, 2003-present 
CAS Liaison to College of Education Congress, 2007-present   
 
University Service 
Member, University Faculty Senate, 2005-07 
Coordinator, Latin American and Latino Studies Program, 2001-07 
Member, Latin American and Latino Studies Committee, 2000-07 
Member, University Senate Administrative Affairs Standing Committee, 2005-07  
Member, University Senate Faculty Affairs Standing Committee, 2003-05 
Secretary, University Senate Faculty Affairs Standing Committee, 2004-05  
Member, Convocations Series Committee, 2003-04  
Member, School of Graduate Studies, 2000-present  
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 
Member, American Historical Association (AHA) 
Member, Latin American Studies Association (LASA) 
Member, South Eastern Council on Latin American Studies (SECOLAS) 
Member, Phi Alpha Theta 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Member, Executive Board, South Eastern Council on Latin American Studies, 2009-12 
Social Science and History Program Coordinator, 53rd Annual SECOLAS Meeting, 6-8 April 2006,  

Charlotte, North Carolina 
Chair and Commentator for the panel, Nineteenth-Century Institutions and the Transition to Independence in  

Guatemala, SECOLAS Annual Conference, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, 5 March 2004. 
Member, Sturgis Leavitt Prize Committee, SECOLAS, 2004-07 
Commentator for the Phi Alpha Theta panel, Perception and Reality in Colonial Latin America, Southern  

Historical Association Conference, Louisville, Kentucky, 9 November 2000. 
Manuscript Reviewer for Pearson Longman World Civilization textbook, 2006 
Manuscript Reviewer for Prentice Hall World Civilization textbook, 2004. 
Manuscript Reviewer for Houghton Mifflin World Civilization textbook, 2004 
Manuscript Reviewer for Latin America: The Peoples and their History, 2004 
Manuscript Reviewer for Humboldt’s Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Latin American Journey that  

Changed the Way We See the World, 2003 
Outside Reviewer for the Colonial Latin American Historical Review, 2004 
Outside Reviewer for the Hispanic American Historical Review, 2003-04 
Outside Reviewer for The Americas, 2002. 
 
 


